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    Hangar Talk  

                                         The òLightningó Newsletter  
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Jim Johannes õ Lightning of the Month   

Please submit a photo of your Lightning for future ñLightning of the Monthò consideration. 

The newsletter goal is to get the word out on anything having to do with the Arion Lightning aircraft and 

to give a voice to Lightning builders, flyers, and anyone interested in this amazing airplane.  It is 

not only a way for the factory to provide Lightning news, but it is your newsletter as well.  Its success will 

depend on you getting involved to spread the word and to help others that are considering a Lightning, 

plus it offers building, flying, and maintenance tips.  So think of this newsletter as an ñexchange of 

information publication.ò  Send your inputs directly to me at: N1BZRICH@AOL.COM.   
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And now, the rest of the news.  
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June 2010  ð This monthôs newsletter features Jim Johannesô N563J as the 

Lightning of the Month.   Jimôs Lightning received the Reserve Grand Champion Light Sport 

Aircraft award at Sun-N-Fun this year, and I am happy to include some words from Jim about his 

award winning aircraft.   

Next in this issue are photos from the recently completed Virginia Regional EAA 

Festival of Flight held at Suffolk Municipal Airport the weekend of 22ï23 May.  The 

Lightning guys from Green Landings, West Virginia, were there and had two beautiful Lightnings 

in their booth.   

Also featured this month is the completion of Clive Jamesô article on his recent flight around 

the UK with his bride, Shirley.  Cliveôs writing style is very entertaining as are his photos.  Enjoy. 

As always, our newsletter this month has lots of good technical tips and feedback from Lightning 

builders, flyers, and readers.  The safety section has the current LS-1 Transition Training 

Syllabus.  Remember this is your newsletter, so keep sending in articles, comments, and 

suggestions.  Your continued input will ensure the newsletter stays informative and interesting.   

 

 

Jim Johannesõ Award Winning Lightning 

 
Jimôs ñPot of Goldò at the End of the Rainbow 

 



3 
 

Hi Buz, 

I restarted flying againðafter a 51-year gapðin a Jabiru J-230.  My appreciation of the Jabiru 3300A 

engine led me to look at the Lightning on a trip to Shelbyville for a J-230 100-hour check.  Nick took me 

on a demo ride, which convinced me I wanted this jet.  I really like the responsiveness of the controlsð

light to the touch.  I think this is because of the clean design and control surface areas, which are in 

aerodynamic balance with everything.  Nick Otterback added an inset trim tab replacing the attached tab, 

which really helps.  Flaps quickly deploy and retract thus adding to the Lightningôs responses.  The 

avionics panel is admittedly overkillðdual GRT Horizon HX with Synthetic Vision and dual AHARS, SL30 

and SL40, TS autopilot VSVG.  Since my profession is computer science, I believe that redundancy is a 

good thing.   

 

I wrote the deposit checks in late August 2009 and started the Builders Assist program.  The Air 

Worthiness Certificate was issued on December 16, 2009 with the maiden flight by Nick Otterback on 

December 17, 2009.  Unknown to me at the time, it was a banner day for aviationðthe Wright brothersô 

maiden flight and much later the Douglas DC-3.  Since I live only 60 miles from Shelbyville, TN, it was an 

easy commute.  The program was not only an educational experience but a lot of fun.  I went from not 

even knowing what a cleco was or how it was used to applying fiberglass to the wing joints plus 

numerous other tasks.  I now really appreciate the garage builderôs completed projects.  The Shelbyville 

people were very supportive and helpful; I could not have done it without them.  The Phase I 40-hour 

flight testing was finished in late March 2010 after an ugly winter. 

 

I like to go places; Blowing Rock, NC and Destin, FL are my frequent jaunts.  Thus driving 6 to 7 hours 

becomes a little over a 2.5 hour flight.  This makes weekend trips feasible!  I look forward to exploring 

other places.  World Record Earlðyour astounding record is SAFE from me. 

 

Jim Johannes 

N563J 

 

 

   
These photos show Jimôs impressive instrument panel and interior, examples of the outstanding 

workmanship on Jimôs aircraft that led him to win the Reserve Grand Champion Light Sport Award at this 

yearôs Sun-N-Fun. 
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2010 Virginia Festival of Flight  

This yearôs Virginia state Festival of Flight, held 22ï23 May, had good attendance on Saturday, but 

I think the weather forecast may have kept some people from flying in, particularly on Sunday.  In 

fact, Sunday afternoonôs heavy showers kind of ended the show around noon.  Although weather 

in Tennessee and over the mountains of western Virginia kept the Shelbyville gang from 

attending, the East Coast Lightning dealer from Green Landings West Virginia flew in on Friday 

evening and had an overall successful show as indicated by the photos below. 

 
Ryan Gross from Green Landings, WV, and Greg Crouchley from Rhode Island clean Gregôs beautiful 

Lightning that Greg built at Green Landings.  This aircraft flew demo flights on Saturday and Sunday and 

won second place in the kit-built category. 

 

 
Linda Mathias had her Lightning in the booth, and it was a very popular ñphoto opò for attendees. 
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Gregôs panel includes an iFly 700 GPS, one of Bill Strahanôs products.  Gregôs N number is his anniversary 

and the first initials of his two daughters.  Thatôs neat, Greg, now you will not forget.   

 

    
Joe Mathias, Doug Kôberg, and Ryan Gross are busy solving the worldôs problems.  On the other hand, 

maybe they are talking about airplanes or other beautiful things.   

 

   
Left photo shows Ryan and Greg, who just had  to go flying to check out the local area.  Right photo shows 

Dennis Wilt getting ready for a demo flight with Ryan.  Dennis and Donna Wilt are local EAA members and 

plan to build a Lightning starting this fall.  Great decision, Dennis.   


