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Please submit a photo of your Lightning for future ALightning of the Montho consideration.

The newsletter goal is to get the word out on anything having to do with the Arion Lightning aircraft, and

to give avoice to Lightning builders, flyers, and anyone interested in this amazing airplane. lItis

not only a way for the factory to provide Lightning news, but it is your newsletter as well. Its success will

depend on you getting involved to spread the word and to help others that are considering a Lightning,

plus building, flying, and maintenancetips. So t hi nk of t hi s nngewbinfoemtatoer as an
publicationo. Send vy oNUBZRICH@QAODL.GOMdi rectly to me at:
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And now, the rest of the news.



August 2010 0 This is the annual Oshkosh issue of the newsletter with lots of Lightning

photo coverage, but it also contains part two of Dave Jal anti
think you will enjoy reading more about Davebds work an:
Kline Kill, New York. Also in this issue are some great messages in the Builders and Flyers

section. For example, we have new builders, Paul and Natalie, from Australia, and they sent some

great photos of their trip bringing their kit home from Denni s Bor c place.dt 6/ nd dondét t hin
that Philipds LiigHléridahnags nSoqtu abdereonn b u sy . They now make w
interesting airports around their state. I suggest t hi
lead and form a Lightning Squadron and start getting together to share info and flights around

your local area. Great fun! You will enjoy the opportunity and get a chance to show off your

beautiful Lightning at other airports in your state.

Oshkosh - July 2010 turned out to be the wettestmont h i n Wi sconsin history, bt

guell the spirit and enthusiasm of the AquaVenture attendees (see photo below). Actually, once
the show started, the weather was pretty nice for the week of AirVenture. But the rain totals
leading up to the show start caused major problems for those flying in or driving in to Oshkosh
for opening day. The grass parking areas on the airport were unusable for the first days of the
show and that caused the airport to be closed to inbound aircraft once the paved parking areas
were full. Surrounding airports were full as well so many aircraft inbound to OSH had to divert for
a place to park. Campers with motor homes or large trailers had similar problems, with many of
them getting stuck up to their axles as they tried to park in the normal camping areas. EAA rented
many off-site areas for the heavier campers to use, but overall, the total numbers of campers
attending seemed to be almost as many as in past years. As things dried out on the field, show
planes (experimentals, vintage, and warbirds) were allowed to come in, but the general aviation
aircraft that park in the north 40 were held out a little longer. By day three of the show, things had
dried out enough for things to get back to normal, and the field was finally opened to all aircraft.

NO WAKE Zone in Vintage Area at SPLOSHKOSH 2010.



Overall attendance was a little hard to estimate (EAA will have official numbers later) but | do
know that the total numbers of showplanes were down somewhat. Perhaps some people chose
not to fly in based on the weather reports and field condition. However, the total number of
people attending seemed almost as many as recent past years, and the crowds on the flight line,
around the vendor booths and display buildings were always there and the vendors all seemed to
be doing a brisk business all week long. Every time | had a chance for a quick visit to the
Lightning booth and their area in the Light Sport Mall, there always seemed to be a good crowd of
people checking out the Lightnings on display, asking questions, and talking airplanes with the
Lightning dealers represented. If you missed Oshkosh this year, start planning now for this
premier event in 2011. Note: My thanks to Clive for some of the photos below.

AirVenture 2010 Photo Coverage

These first three
photos show the
Lightning booth
and Light Sport
Mall area on
opening day.
Great locations.

Nick (Mr. Lightning),
Al (the big game
hunter), Denis (who
produces the index for
our newsletter), and
Steve (his Lightning
wasAustraliabs spor
aviation top award
winner for 2010) talk
about flying, the
weather, and perhaps
Lightnings.




y @‘! Greg (Lightning builder and award winner
from RI), Clive (our British newsletter
correspondent with the fastest Esqual LS 7
Lightning Stuff i in the UK), and Doug (aka
the Hangar Rat), talk about the same things
as mentioned above.

From left to right 7 Pat and Carl (Mrs. & Mr. New Hampshire), Nick, Carl again, Bill (once again
the only non display Lightning to fly to Oshkosh), Mark (Mr. Centerfold), Dick (Mr. High Altitude),
and Steve (Mr. Minnesota) all enjoying the spirit of Oshkosh.

As mentioned above, once again
this year Bill Hubbard was the
only non-display Lightning builder
to fly his Lightning to Oshkosh.
This photo shows
and camp in the homebuilt
camping area. Will someone
please join him next year?

On theright is Sandy and Rick of Trick Air, the company
that makes all the Lightning fiberglass parts as well as
snow skis and other major parts for many general
aviation aircraft. Their booth was just behind the Jabiru
and Lightning boot hs. Ri c k 6 s&&
inspected and awarded its airworthiness certificate
immediately prior to AirVenture. By the time you read
this, it may have flown. Congratulations to Rick and
Sandy.
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Dave and Kate, and their ELSA Lightning, were stationed in the Light Sport Mall. Their jet is one
of the best flying Lightnings that | have had the privilege of flying. Read more about their NY state
dealership below in the next section.

More Light Sport Mall
photos.

Yes, Moostang and
Dean were awake.




Nick, Al, Ryan, and Greg, on the left, and Bob and
Ryan below, discuss the finer qualities of Wisconsin
brats and beer.
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Guess which two of the Florida Lightning dealers (Moonshine Aviation) celebrated a birthday
while at Oshkosh? Yep, both Olena and Max had birthdays while at AirVenture. On the right, Max
gets one of his gifts. They both were smiling all week long.

experimental label. Phase one testing completed? Also
notice the big smiles on both of their faces.

Aaron modelshisfiut i ki tyofor Katie.
liking it or totally embarrassed to be seen with a guy wearing
a skirt. Did Aaron previously work at a downtown bar called
the Tilted Kilt? Someone call the fashion police.

Would you buy a Lightning from Ny
this | ady? I 6m be
buy absolutely anything from her.




Walter and Bill selling their | fly 700 GPS. Just like at
Sun-N-Fun, every time | walked by their booth they had a
big crowd of interested buyers.

Dave Jalanti is showing a potential customer his newly
developed pitch trim spring. Dave sells this Lightning mod
that helps to trim off the nose-down pitch feel when the
flaps are down and your aircraft is at a light weight.
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Nick, Tom, Mike, Aaron, and Mark. Kind
of looks like Moostang Mike has been at
Oshkosh too laskg. dobhdndt el |

Chris, Mark (Possum), and Dana are looking
over the new Rans S-19 that the SYI crew just
completed a firewall forward kit for. Possum
was heard to say, ADamn
Jabiru 3300 in here somewhere.0




The Lightning Choirper f or mi ng at the booth during the builderos
they were singing was fAPants on the groundo. That 6s

Why is the Buzman smiling? Dondét you |j
flight suits with those zippers all over the place. In
my previous job | wore those fiquick releaseo flight
suits, but darn, they never looked like that on me.

| always know it is time to head home when | quit
looking at airplanes and start looking at women.
Must be time to go home.

Could this photo be a future centerfold
picture? And where are the fashion police
when you really need them? Finally, why
would Gregie, and Maxie wear those silly
hat s? Dobéomno®stkel |



To close the Oshkosh photo coverage, here are the display Lightnings.
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Parttwoof Dave Jal antidos article on thel first

>

~ GHT-SPORT

Buz, you have offered the use of the newsletter as a forum to inform others of our Lightning connection
and to promote our business. So here is a little about me and my Lightning connection with a

short synopsis of the events leading to the first flight. For those interested in the Experimental Light Sport
Aircraft (ELSA) category, I'm including some information on required documents and procedures needed
for ELSA. | hope it will help others avoid some of the frustrations endured by me and the ever patient
Pete Krotje.

N81DJ, First Lightning ELSA, Ready for Airworthiness Inspection

My connection with Arion evolved from my connection with Jabiru. That connection goes back to 1998
when | started the process of installing a Jabiru 2200 in a Kitfox IV. Pete had already been installing
Jabiru engines in Titan Tornadoes and | tapped into his knowledge to answer many questions regarding
the installation of the Jabiru engine in the e

Kitfox. In September of 2000 my Kitfox
was licensed and flying. Not too long
after that Pete became the US dealer for
Jabiru engines and aircraft. Pete
continued to support my project as |
learned the proper methods for cooling
the Jabiru engine and made upgrades to :
the engine. After a while, when other ~/ E N

ELS



Kitfox builders who planned to use Jabiru engines contacted Pete or his staff, the call would be re-
directed to me. To this day, he and his staff at Jabiru USA still direct those calls my way. | decided to
turn this fun into a small business. Jabiru Power Solutions, LLC was born in 2006. Pete expressed an
interest in my becoming a regional dealer and since

the fall of 2007 | have been a Jabiru Dealer covering

the New England states, NY, NJ and PA.

Just to show you how serious Dave is about his
Jabiru business, | saw the sculpture, photo on the
right, near his home in the Hudson valley of New
York. Yep, looks like a Jabiru to me.

For quite a while | had considered if | should get

involved in Lightning sales, have a sporty product to

complement the most practical Jabiru line. When the

Light Sport Rule became real, a lot of folks were

asking when the Lightning would become available as a turnkey Light Sport Aircraft. When | learned Pete
and Nick were planning on going through the process of making the Lightning LSA compliant and would
be offering a turnkey product, | decided to ask Pete if | could join the excitement and be a Lightning
dealer for the northeast.

| wanted to learn more about the particulars of the aircraft and eventually be able to offer a "Builder
Assist Program”, and since | am as my wife Kate would say, a "serial builder”, | decided | would like to
build my first Lightning but do it as a clone of the SLSA and have the first Lightning certificated as an
ELSA ("Experimental Light Sport Aircraft”). The ELSA part of the LSA rule was largely driven by the need
to create a category for heavy Ultralights that did not comply with Part 103 and two seat Ultralights touted
as Ultralight trainers but not being used as trainers. But, this rule also provides a path for a Light Sport
Aircraft that can be built from any ASTM compliant kit to Light Sport rules. It needs to be built as a clone
of the factory built SLSA but it does not need to meet the 51% rule that Experimental Amateur Built
aircraft are required to meet. After the aircraft is inspected by an FAA Airworthiness Examiner or a DAR
and given the pink Special Airworthiness Certificate, much like an EAB aircraft, modifications can be
made. Also, the owner can take an FAA approved 16 hour maintenance class that allows him or her the
ability to do their own condition inspections. My thought here is that if someone wants to build a Lightning
but seeks assistance to a degree that would prevent them from meeting the 51% rule; they can choose to
build the ELSA. Then the factory and / or builder assist facility can do as much of the work as the kit
owner would like or need as long as the plane at the time of the airworthiness inspection is a clone of the
factory SLSA. The rule does allow for some variations such as avionics and other equipment as long as
they are offered as factory options for the SLSA. Paint schemes and interior colors may also differ from
the factory built SLSA.

As it turned out, Arion Aircraft had a partly built airframe that was supposed to be shipped to a dealer
outside the USA. The dealer was not able to complete the deal and this plane had been taking up
valuable space in the Arion hanger for the better part of a year. Arion Aircraft could not sell it as a kit in
the EAB ("Experimental Amateur Built") category since some of the work had already been completed by
the factory but it was a perfect candidate for an ELSA. Changes that had been made to the original
Lightning design to meet the Light Sport category were easy to retrofit and the fact that some of the work
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