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    Hangar Talk  

                                         The òLightningó Newsletter  
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Jim Goadõs òLightning of the Monthó 

Please submit a photo of your Lightning for future ñLightning of the Monthò consideration. 

The newsletter goal is to get the word out on happenings at Arion Aircraft, and to give a voice to 

Lightning builders and flyers.  To be successful we need your inputs.  So it is not only a way for the 

factory to provide Lightning news, but it is your newsletter as well, and its success will depend on you 

getting involved to spread the word and to help other builders and flyers.  So think of this newsletter as an 

ñexchange of information publicationò.  Send your inputs directly to: N1BZRICH@AOL.COM.   
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Lead Story:  

The third annual Lightning Homecoming and Fly-In, which was held on the weekend of 9 

and 10 October, was a huge success even though the weather did not cooperate.  As you probably know, 

the event had been delayed for a few weeks because of unseasonably bad weather in Tennessee.  Well, 

the rains and low ceilings were once again present during the alternate weekend as well, but that did not 

prevent those attending from having a great time.  Many fun hangar activities, briefings and facility tours 

were scheduled during Friday afternoon and evening and all day on Saturday.  The only events that had 

to be canceled were the speed dash to see who has the fastest Lightning and the navigation round robin 

time/speed/distance runs to see how well a pilot could predict their time for the designated course.  Oh 

well, bragging rights for who has the fastest Lightning and which Lightning pilot knows their steedôs 

performance the best will have to wait until next year.  Even though the competitions were canceled, 

there was still lots of ñtrash talkingò and friendly banter between the contestants, so I predict that next 

year will result in some very determined pilots that want to take home one of those coveted trophies.   

 

Lots of Lightnings.  This photo was made Thursday evening after the two ship formation from 

Virginia arrived (Linda and Joe with Buz on the wing) and the single ship from Maine (Pat and 

Carl).  The other Lightnings shown above were already at Shelbyville before the event started.   

Speaking of trophies (well actually, wall hanging plaques were presented), Carl and Pat were awarded a 

ñLightning Boltò plaque for flying the longest distance from ñup northò (thatôs a Tennessee term for 

someone that ñmightò be from Yankee land).  And Jim Goad, one of two Florida Lightnings in attendance, 

was also awarded a ñLightning Boltò plaque for flying the longest distance from ñdown southò (hopefully 

no explanation is required).  Congratulations to all three of these intrepid aviators.  ñLightning Nutò 

awards were going to be presented to the winners in all the various classes of the creeper races, but it 

was determined that the winners were already ñnuttyò enough.  Maybe next year.  Photos of the various 

creeper race contestants and results of the races will be covered below.   
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This is a sketch of the ñLightning Boltò award without the actual bolt showing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday afternoon was spent getting reaquainted with Lightning friends and catching up on what everyone 

had been up to during the past year.  Nick and I flew a few demo flights while the rest of the Lightning 

crew got out the BBQ grill and started ñburningò brats, burgers and chicken.  Below are various photos 

from Friday afternoon and evening. 

 

 

Joe, Carl, ñWorld Recordò Earl, Katie, and Dana listening to ñReverendò Jimôs sermon about     

God is Great, beer is good, and people are crazy.    

 

 

 

 

BOLT Award  

for Excellence in Pilotage  

THIRD ANNUAL LIGHTNING OPEN HOUSE 

And FLY - IN  

10 OCTOBER 2009  
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         ñPossumò, Pete, Tom Nash, Pat and Dawn.       Linda, Carl, Earl, Mark, ñMoostangò, and Katie. 

Wow, those brats, burgers and chicken shure do smell good! 

   

   

The LS-1 Lightning, without a doubt, the best SLSA on the market.  It can sure handle a crosswind.  

tƘƻǘƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛǘǎ άŀƭƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊέ ǘŀȄƛ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 

      

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ άtƻǎǎǳƳέ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ ¢ƻƳ bŀǎƘΣ 5ŀƴŀΣ YŀǘƛŜΣ [ƛƴŘŀΣ tŜǘŜΣ aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀre watching        

Nick make a fly-by.  Soon after this photo, a Mustang arrived.  See the Mustang and its pilot below. 
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Yea, I know, it isnôt a Mustang airplane, but Ford did name it after the real P-51 when they 

designed it.  ñMoostangò Mike is the owner, chief mechanic, and primary driver. 

 

Friday eveningôs widely advertised creeper races turned out to be just as much fun to watch as they were 

to participate in.  Although some races were run in the rain, the inclement weather did not hinder the 

enthusiasm or the intense competition.  Three racing creeper events were held (all were sanctioned by 

the Creeper Racing Association Professionals - CRAP) during the evening: Oval track, slalom, and drag 

races.  The fourth event, team creeper racing, had to be canceled due to wet track conditions and no 

lights on the track.  We hope to get all the events run next year.  Below are numerous photos showing 

CRAP contestents, CRAP race officials, and the CRAPpy fans.   

     

Left photo - Nick checks out another contestants racing creeper while ñrace officialsò Buz and 

ñWorld Recordò Earl lay out the course.  On the right, Mark and Nick practice for the team event.   

     

Above photos show creeper contestants, ñMoostangò Mike, ñCanzerò Mark, and ñDanicaò Dana. 
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             ñCanzerò Mark at full creeper speed.                ñBareò (?) Paul right at the edge of a spinout. 

      

 

Dana and Nick in the drag race finals.        And the ñbest two out of threeò winner ï ñDanicaò Dana. 

      

  

Left photo shows some of the enthuiastic creeper racing fans relaxing between race events.  In 

the right photo, Mark asks for a show of hands for those that would be interested in a Saturday 

morning briefing on the finer points of raising goats in Tennessee.  Will Victoria finally share her 

secret?   


