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Please submit a photo of your Lightning for future fiLightning of the Montho consideration.

The newsletter goal is to get the word out on happenings at Arion Aircraft, and to give a voice to

Lightning builders and flyers. To be successful we need your inputs. So it is not only a way for the

factory to provide Lightning news, but it is your newsletter as well, and its success will depend on you

getting involved to spread the word and to help other builders and flyers. So think of this newsletter as an

Afexoba of information publ i cat NIBARICHQA®eCOM. your inputs
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And now, the rest of the news.



March 2010. After all the snow we have had here in Virginia during the month of January and
February (OK, you guys from Minnesota, New York and Wisconsin,d o n 6 t il itawagam
unusual global warming winter for us), | am happy that the month of March is finally here, even
with the wind it normally brings.
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Above photo shows the current headquarters of the Lightning newsletter. Normal snowfall for this area of
Virginia is only about an inch, maybe once a year. Last Saturday we got between 8 and 10 inches, and so far
this Saturday, 6 Feb, we have about 4 with maybe a total of 6 expected. Global warming.

And just so you know we have had enough of winter for this year, | offer the photo below.
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Atleastit wondt Dbe too [ ong wuntil all oifN-Funs Bwuntillthel,e pl anni
this March 2010 issue of the Lightning newsletter has a great article about a trip around Australia.

Once again we have an outstanding travelogue with some great photos by one of our Aussie

mates, Peter Mitchell. In this article, Peter recounts a great trip that he and a buddy recently made

around the northern part of Australia during August and September of 2009. | know you will enjoy
Peterds writing and his great photos.



Anot her part of this monthés issue t hiagoftheracentsur e you
Light Sport Aircraft Expo that was held in Sebring, Florida, during the later part of January. We

owe a big thanks to Tex Mantell for his photos and to Mark Stauffer for his write-up and photos.

The Sebring write-up is in the News from the Factory Section.

Enjoy Peter Mitchelld s | at est Australian Lightning trip.

Around the top end (of Australia) by Lightning

By Peter Mitchell

Peter Mitchell built Lightning serial number 58 and completed it in October 2008. He now has
220 hours on it and his major trips are annotated on the map below.
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| was getting itchy feet for a trip again. In November 2008 | had flown my new lightning home from
Kingston S.A. to Bunbury W.A. with a friend of mine, Chris Bell. We talked about doing a trip around

Australia in 2009, and at last it was all coming together.

| had developed great confidence in the

Lightning aircraft and the Jabiru 3300 engine, with a number of flights in WA. During Easter 09 | flew solo
to Narromine, travelling through Kalgoorlie and Forest, around the Eyre Peninsula and up as far as
Bourke, coming home around the Great Australian Bight. Altogether the aircraft had now done 150 hours

of trouble-free fun flying.

Sunday, the 23" August, the weather forecast was OK There were a few small fronts coming in from
the southwest, but to the North where we are heading, the weather only got better. We took off at 10am

and fl ew

coast al

north, past

Mandur ah

and up th

Once clear of controlled airspace we climbed, and headed for Carnarvon, 520 nm to the north. The

scenery over

Shar k

Bay and

Monkey

Mi a was part:.

Carnarvon. Landed just after 2pm for fuel and then we were on to Coral Bay just 100 nm away. The
airstrip at Coral Bay is clay and can be rough, but this time it had been recently graded and was in
excellent condition. Landed on 18 and tied down. The Ningaloo Resort people picked us up at the
airstrip and delivered us to the resort which is walking distance to everything in this small holiday town.
Great food and friendly people.
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Tuesday 25", We planned to fly to Broome today, overflying Onslow Karratha and Port Headland, with a

stop at Port Headland. The coast up over Onslow is interesting but the view of the development at

Karratha was mind blowing. The whole area for miles around is just ship berthing facilities, storage, stock

piling and processing for the iron ore, natural gas and salt. You can really see why this area is the

economic powerhouse for Australia. We landed at Port Headland for fuel and lunch, then on to Broome

340nm north. Coastal and low level all the way. What beautiful scenery, hardly a cloud in the sky and

the sea a magnificent blue. Made our in-bound call 30 nautical miles out and came in on 28 very low over

the top of China Town an dVeivdntdo thie Braviedthabniglet and experienaed n e ma .
a 737 on late finals only 200 feet above our heads. It was the best show all night.

Approaching Karratha Salt Farms Karratha Industry

Broomei s a favorite of Chrisds and we planned 2 nights he
right in town, has comfortable rooms and a pool. We hired a small car to get around and headed out to

Cable Beach to take in the sunset, then back to the RO
miss the crocodile farm;i t 6 s sensati onal

Broome Resident

Thursday morning we departed for Derby, 90nm north. | wanted to meet Paul White and Don Cowley

who both fly J230 Jabirus, and have successfully overcome some minor problems with the Jab in very hot

climates. | had the opportunity to check out his engine and the second oil cooler which he has installed

with ducted air. lalsohave a second oil cooler but | Dohdsopysthem wh
get home. We took the opportunity to gap the plugs and do a check over.

We fueled up and took off heading for Talbot Bay and the Horizontal Falls, Mitchell Falls and the Mitchell
Plateau. It was then on to Mt Elizabeth Station where we were to stay the night. The whole coast from
Derby and over the Buccaneer Archipelago is magnificent. Rugged peninsulas spear out into the ocean
and valleys go inland for great distances. The Horizontal Falls in Talbot Bay occur because of the huge



6m tides in the area. Fully landlocked inlets are only opened to the sea through narrow passages in the
rocks. The water rushes through these narrow openings at great velocity when the tides are right. Talbot
Bay had 3 tourist ships at anchor, and a busy sea plane base. Operators use Cessna Caravans fitted
with floats to fly tourists in from Broome, or they come by small tourist ship. They then transfer to rubber
duckies for an exhilarating ride up the horizontal falls. We had to content ourselves with a low level
overfly, or several.

On to Mitchell falls overflying the Bonaparte Archipelago, the country just got more and more rugged.

The Mitchel!l Ri ver doesnbotofybanas@® veell intothe dry deasonayetehe at t hi s
sheer ruggedness of the falls area make it worth a look. There were two helicopters operating, flying

scenicbdbs over the falls, so we had to LandemlwtMachel 1000ft a
Plateau to stretch our legs. We met Bob, an old character who was camping next to the strip; he has

lived in the bush for many years and was an interesting bloke to yarn with. On the final leg to Mt.

Elizabeth Homestead we had to stay low becauseofheadwi nds, and were well ishake
the turbulent conditions. However, the view down low of this rugged pastoral region made it worthwhile.

We did a quick low level over the homestead to let them know we had arrived and landed on 22.

Most stations have excellent dirt strips as they never know when an accident may happen and the flying

doctor has to be called. They provide good accommodation and excellent meals. We met a number of

other tourists all in 4-wheel drives and swapped stories over dinner. There are many stations which have

accommodation and are flyer friendly most operate small and very personal tours, which will give you a

good look into station life.

Ord River Dam Buccaneer Archipelago

Horizontal Falls at Buccaneer Archipelago



Chris dozing

Friday 28", We were heading for ElI Questro but had to fly to Kununurra first for fuel. We had done a lot

of flying since the |l ast drink at Derby, |l ots of sceni
the 160nm trip to Kununnurra . Fuel levels were checked and | calculated that by backing off a tad to 115
knots | 6d hea \Beautimlymomiegsoebe flying and several alternative airstrips if things did not

go as planned, only problem was, there was no fuel available on any of them. | noticed that Chris was
not having his usual doze, but was surreptitiously glancing across at the Dynon 180, to check the fuel
remaining. He sought reassurances several times that we would have enough. A wicked thought

occurred. | f | ran the |l eft tank completely dr yJubtasfther e swi t c
enginefalter ed | call ed out AO my godod and | ooked Hisross at
reaction was spectacular. | thought he was going to have heart failure there and then. | was roaring with

laughter so much, the Lightning was jumping alloverth e sky and |1 6dd never previousl)

language coming through the intercom. | was still chuckling and Chris was still giving me heaps when we
landed in Kununurra. My son James was working in Kununurra, driving machinery. | had no idea where
he was so | got a shock when his smiling face appeared on the other side of my bubble canopy when |
pulled up at the bowser. He just happened to be laying concrete near the fueling point when he
recognized the yellow Lightning landing. It was great to see him. | had timed the trip so we could spend
Saturday and Sunday nights in Kununnurra with him. We fueled up and took off on the short hop to El
Questro. The strip is situated in a valley between tall ridges. It was after midday and hot, the thermals
were in full operation. With the winds and thermals swirling around the wind sock was of little help. | set
up for 32 but had to do a very short final because of a high ridge, only to discover at 50 ft agl that | had a
15 knot tail wind. Around we went between the ridges and did a short field landing on 14. Not quite text
book, but good fun. Accommodation here is fabulous. Beautiful timber self-contained units with
balconies, overlooking the Chamberlain River. We made ourselves at home, and booked onto the sunset
tour. This included a 4 x 4 tour, a boat trip up the Chamberlain River Gorge, followed by champagne and
nibbles on a height overlooking the Chamberlain George and homestead. It was a sensational afternoon
and the guide was very knowledgeable and great company.



