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Bill Brown sdLightning of the Month

Please submit a photo of your Lightning for future fiLightning of the Montho consideration.

The newsletter goal is to get the word out on anything having to do with the Arion Lightning aircraft, and

to give avoice to Lightning builders, flyers, and anyone interested in this amazing airplane. Itis

not only a way for the factory to provide Lightning news, but it is your newsletter as well. Its success will

depend on you getting involved to spread the word and to help others that are considering a Lightning,

plus building, flying, and maintenance tips. So t hi nk of t hi s nngewEinfoematoer as an 0
publicationo. Send vy oNUBZRICH@QAODL.GOMdi rectly to me at:
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And now, the rest of the news.



Sun -N-Fun Issue, May 2010 & This issue of the Lightning newsletter will

center on coverage of the recently completed Sun -N-Fun convention and fly-in at Lakeland,
Florida. All the Lightning pilots and enthusiasts that were able to attend had a great time sharing
experiences with each other and enjoyed seeing the homebuilt, vintage, and warbird aircraft on

display as well as the many aviation vendors. Once again, World Record Earl was the only
Lightning to fly into the show and park in the homebuilt parking area. However, three other
Lightnings were flown in and on display in the Arion booth and at the Light Sport Mall. Jim
Johannes flew down from Shelbyville with Nick in N563J, Ryan Gross and Greg Crouchley
flew down from GreenLandi ngs i n GmMarlg dlewv thedatest LSIn N346BR, which
belongs to Ed Ryan and will be delivered soon.

Overall, it was a great show for the Lightning crew. As of the last day, they had sold three
Lightning kits and one SLSA. Additionally, the overall Lightning group picked up another award

asJi m J o h a rimpksgedvas named Reserve Grand Champion Light Sport Aircraft.

Congratulations to Jim for building such a beautiful aircraft. Photo coverage of Sun-N-Fun
follows the Lightning of the month information.

Congratulations also go to another Lightning builder. Steve Biele , from South Australia,

received the Best Overall Aircraft award at the Australian National Fly In for his Lightning, 19-
5562. Super job, Steve. We have some more info and photos below.

Bi I | Brownsd Lightning of the Mont

N716MZi s kit number 50 built during 2008 in Neenah
mo d & In@wing extensions and original motor mount. The airplane is registered as an

Experimental/Homebuilt and was originally setup with the ground adjustable Sensenich propeller and no

leg fairings or wheel pants. That configuration flew like a LSA and is currently in the flylightning.net

picture gallery.




In September 2009 | replaced the propeller with a Sensenich W62FK58,fit h e c¢ r y and iastaled o p 0

gear leg fairings and wheel pants. Now | canét get the airplane to slow do
put 10 hours on the new prop and find that | am going to have to relearn the RPM ranges for flying in a

pattern. At the other end of the scale, the airplane does 145 knots (below 8k MSL) at 2850 RPM, and

160 knots if | firewall the throttle.

The main avionics systems include dual GRT Sport HS EFIS, GRT EIS, Garmin GTX 330, SL-40, SL-30,

PS 9000EX, and Digiflight IIVS. | have also installed a Fuel Guardian system and Flap Control system

from Aircraft Extras and an Alpha Systems AOA. | have found this set of avionics give me good

situational awareness and an endyansthe process of mistalimg@GRTsr y f |l yer .
backup battery system for my EFIS systems for a little extra redundancy. This panel can be found in the

GRT and the Steinair (in progress picture) website panel galleries.
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N716MZ

| fly out of Lewis University airport (KLOT) which is southwest of Chicago under the last Class B ring for

O6Har e. Actually there are 6 airports including Midw:
display is useful getting into and out of the area in addition to avoiding trafficgoi ng around the O6H:
Class B.

My younger daughter lives in Indianapolis and | flew down to visit the grandchildren at least once a month
last year. An hour of flying versus 3.5 hrs driving each way. My other daughter lives in Denver, and now



that | am close to retiring,| 6 m t hi nking about flying myself out
that, | gave my 95 year old father a ride last year. He was an Army Air Corps flight surgeon during the
WWII. He had a great time. Asked me about flying down to Indy with me this year to visit the great-
grandchildren 7 sure, why not!

|l 6ve enjoyed building and upgrading the Lightning.

easy to fly. Over the last couple of years Arion has kept improving the design which | think is
encouraging for the longevity and vitality of the design. When Lightning number 1000 takes to air will
anyone remember the bungee cord pitch trim or auto pilot pitch control issues or main gear wheel
shimmy?

Bill Browns

Bill strapping into N716MZ. Proud Lightning builder, Bill.

The photos below show the new tow bar attach system that Bill Browns, and the guys at Lightning
North Central, Neenah, WI, have developed. It is a neat system and a simple solution to moving
your airplane around the hangar. Right photo is from the North Central demo Lightning.
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Sun -N-Fun 2010 o Photos and Comments

As | mentioned above, Sun-N-Fun was great this year. Other than some slightly higher than

normal winds (I only saw one airplane, a Luscombe, ground loop before the show started), the

weather was outstanding until the very last day when there was some rain in the area. Overall, it

looked to me like the total number of show aircraft (homebuilt, vintage and warbird) in attendance

and the crowds were down slightly, but those that were there seemed to be serious aviation

enthusiast and most of the vendors had good traffic by their booths all week long. That was

certainly true for the Lightning crew 1 always lots of people looking at the Lightnings on display.

An often heard comment was, AThatds a beautiful aircraf

I n no particular order, below are the photosN-Furhat Mar k
fly-in. Thanks to Mark for sharing his photos with the newsletter.

The left photo shows Jim Johannes and Nick on the way to Lakelandi n Ji mdés recently com
Lightning. N563J won the Reserve Grand Champion Light Sport Aircraft at Sun-N-Fun. Right
photoshows Ji més panel and interior. Beautiful airplane &

This photo shows the Lightning crew setting up on Sunday before the show officially started on
Tuesday. Jim Johannesd Lightning i s osthatwouloaky wai ti n
at it all during the show.



